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What Do Successful People Have in Common? 

Okay then, besides being financially secure, what do successful people have in common?  

 

No, it's not intelligence or education. Look around. The world is littered with unrewarded 

geniuses and every store has at least one clerk with a master's degree or a doctorate.  

 

No, it's not conservatism, courage, luck or wealthy families. And no, it's not even 

passion, instinct, timing or greed.  

 

The single characteristic that successful people tend to have in common is an unusually 

long time horizon.  

 

In other words, people who find success do so because they think further ahead than the 

rest of us. As a matter of fact, research indicates that the length of your time horizon is 

the one characteristic that most accurately predicts where you will land in the 

socioeconomic strata.  

 

Ask him how he chooses investment properties and George Stakis, the renowned 

multimillionaire real estate magnate, will tell you, "There's one question that I ask myself 

when looking at a property, even if I plan to own it for only a few hours... 'Is this a 

property that I would want to own 20 years from today?' If the answer is 'no,' then I don't 

buy it."  

 

Successful people routinely plant seeds that won't bear fruit for months or even years. But 

counter to what you may be thinking, successful people don't share this characteristic 

"because they're rich and can afford to think ahead." They find success because they 

have this characteristic.  

 

The average person thinks ahead exactly one paycheck. We know what must be paid with 

the one that's coming and we have a plan for what to pay with the next. Needless to say, 

this is not a plan for being successful. This is a plan for being average.  

 

How far have you been thinking ahead? (It's never too late to change.)  

 

The Wizard 

 


